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8 propositional Truth

9 Disclosure

10 Disclosedness

" Un-concealment (Unverborgenheit)
2 q)eBeia

'3 Correctness

4 Uncover
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'S From time immemorial, philosophy has associated truth and Being. Parmenides was the first to discover the
Being of entities, and he 'identified' Being with the perceptive understanding of Being. Aristotle, in outlining the
history of how the apyat have been uncovered, emphasizes that the philosophers before him, under the guidance
of 'the things themselves' have been compelled to inquire further. He (Parmenides) was compelled to follow that
which showed itself in itself.

6 Agreement

7 A statement is true if what it means and says is in accordance with the matter about which the statement is
made.

18 If now, in the context of an original posing of the basic question of truth, we refer back to Aristotle in order to
reflect on the foundation of the traditional concept of truth ... This is so not only because the problematic
Aristotelian conception of truth is not bygone, and still today thoroughly determines our knowledge and decisions,
but also because we are questioning the inauguration and preservation of the ordinary Western concept of truth
at its very outset and are doing so only in terms of our awakening the question of truth for the future as a basic
question of philosophy.
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20 yet why should we not be satisfied with the nature of truth that has by now been familiar to us for centuries?
Truth means today and has long meant the agreement or conformity of knowledge with fact. However, the fact
must show itself to be fact if knowledge and the proposition that forms and expresses knowledge are to be able to
conform to the fact; otherwise the fact cannot become binding on the proposition. How can fact show itself if it
cannot itself stand forth out of concealedness, if it does not itself stand in the unconcealed? A proposition is true
by conforming to the unconcealed, to what is true. Propositional truth is always, and always exclusively, this
correctness. The critical concepts of truth which, since Descartes, start out from truth as certainty are merely
variations of the definition of truth as correctness. This nature of truth which is familiar to us—correctness in
representation—stands and falls with truth as unconcealedness of beings.
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21 The 'scandal of philosophy' is not that this proof has yet to be given, but that such proofs are expected and
attempted again and again. Such expectations, aims, and demands arise from an ontologically inadequate way of
starting with something of such a character that independently of it and 'outside' of it a 'world' is to be proved as
present-at-hand.
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22 Of course only as long as Dasein is (that is, only as long as an understanding of Being is ontically possible), 'is
there' Being. When Dasein does not exist, 'independence' 'is' not either, nor 'is' the 'in-itself '. In such a case this
sort of thing can be neither understood nor not understood. In such a case even entities within-the-world can
neither be discovered nor lie hidden. In such a case it cannot be said that entities are, nor can it be said that they
are not. But now, as long as there is an understanding of Being and therefore an understanding of presence-at-

hand, it can indeed be said that in this case entities will still continue to be.

23 Articulation
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24 To say that an assertion "is true" signifies that it uncovers the entity as it is in itself. Such an assertion asserts,
points out, 'lets' the entity 'be seen' in its uncoveredness. The Being-true (truth) of the assertion must be
understood as Being-uncovering. Thus truth has by no means the structure of an agreement between knowing and
the object in the sense of a likening of one entity (the subject) to another (the Object). Being-true as Being-
uncovering, is in turn ontologically possible only on the basis of Being-in-the-world. This latter phenomenon, which
we have known as a basic state of Dasein, is the foundation for the primordial phenomenon of truth.

25 If a logos as pragmata is to be true, its Being-true is aletheia in the manner of apofansis, -of taking entities out of
their hiddenness and letting them be seen in their unhiddenness (their uncoveredness) . The aletheia which
Aristotle equates with pragma and fainomen in the passages cited above, signifies the 'things themselves'; it
signifies what shows itself-entities in the "how" of their uncovererlness. And is it accidental that in one of the
fragments of Heracleitus -the oldest fragments of philosophical doctrine in which the logos is explicitly handled-the
phenomenon of truth in the sense of uncoveredness ( unhiddenness), as we have set it forth, shows through?

Thus to the logos belongs unhiddenness -aletheia. To translate this word as 'truth’, and, above all, to define this
expression conceptually in theoretical ways, is to cover up the meaning of what the Greeks made 'self-evidently'
basic for the terminological use of aletheia as a pre-philosophical way of understanding it.
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26 |n proposing our 'definition' of "truth" we have not shaken off the tradition, but we have appropriated it
primordially; and we shall have done so all the more if we succeed in demonstrating that the idea of agreement is
one to which theory had to come on the basis of the primordial phenomenon of truth.
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27 'There is' truth only in so far as Dasein is and so long as Dasein is. Entities are uncovered only when Dasein is;
and only as long as Dasein is, are they disclosed. Newton's laws, the principle of contradiction, any truth whatever -
these are true only as long as Dasein is. Before there was any Dasein, there was no truth ; nor will there be any
after Dasein is no more. For in such a case truth as disclosedness, uncovering, and uncoveredness, cannot be.
Before Newton's laws were discovered, they were not 'true’; it does not follow that they were false, or even that
they would become false if ontically no discoveredness were any longer possible. Just as little does this 'restriction'
imply that the Being-true of 'truths' has in any way been diminished.

28 To say that, prior to Newton, his laws were neither true nor false, cannot mean that, at that time, the entities
that those laws uncover and indicate did not exist. The laws became true through Newton; with them, entities
became accessible in themselves for Dasein. Once entities are uncovered, they show themselves precisely as
entities that already were beforehand. Such uncovering is the mode of being of “truth.”
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29 In its answers to the guestion concerning entities as such, metaphysics operates with a prior representation of
being necessarily and hence continually. But metaphysics does not induce being itself to speak, for metaphysics
does not give thought to being in its truth, nor does it think such truth as unconcealment, nor does it think this
unconcealment in its essence.
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30 The uncoveredness of entities within-the-world is grounded in the world’s disclosedness. But disclosedness is
that basic character of Dasein according to which it is its ‘there.” Disclosedness is constituted by disposedness

understanding, and discourse, and pertains equiprimordially to the world, to being-in, and to the self”.
31 Disposedness
32 Clearing
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33 Ever since, what matters in all our fundamental orientations toward beings is the achieving of a correct view of

the ideas.
34 |dea
35 Unhideness
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38 The essence of truth, as the correctness of a statement, is freedom.
39 Freedom is the ground of the inner possibility of correctness only because it receives its own essence from the
more original essence of uniquely essential truth.
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Primary Resources (English Translations of Martin Heidegger’s Work)

Basic Questions of Philosophy (1994), translated by Richard Rojcewicz and André
Schuwer, Indiana University press.

Being and Time (1962), translated by John Macquarrie & Edward Robinson, Blackwell
Publishers.

Being and Time (1999), translated by Joan Stambaugh, State University of New York
press.

Being and Truth (1999), translated by Gregory Fried and Richard Polt Indiana University
press.

Pathmarks (2009), Edited by William McNeill, Indiana University press.

Poetry, Language, Thought (2001), translated and introduction by Albert Hofstadter,
HarperCollins Publishers.
Secondary Resources

Heidegger: Through Phenomenology to Thought (2003), William J. Richardson, New
York: Fordham University Press.

Heidegger and Being and Time: Second edition (2005), Stephen Mulhall, London:
Routledge.

Heidegger and the Platonic Concept of Truth (2005), Enrico Berti, in Heidegger and
Plato: Toward Dialogue, edited by Catalin Partenie and Tom Rockmore, Evanston,
Illinois: Northwestern University Press, pp. 96-107.

Heidegger and Unconcealment Truth Language and History (2010), Mark A. Wrathall,
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Heidegger’s Analytic: Interpretation Discourse and Authenticity in Being and Time
(2003), Taylor Carman, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Heidegger’s Being and Time (2007), Paul Gorner, Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press.

On the truth of being: Reflections on Heidegger's Later Philosophy (1984), Joseph J.
Kockelmans, Bloomington: Indiana University Press.

Truth and Essence of Truth in Heidegger’s Thought (2006), Mark A. Wrathall, in
Cambridge Companion to Heidegger, ed. By Charles B. Guignon, Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, pp. 241-267.



