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SYMBOLIZATION OF THE TREE OF LIFE IN ISLAMIC CONTEXTS FROM AN
INTERTEXUAL APPROACH

Abstract
The Tree of Life in Islamic contexts is dealt with in this article, with regards to Gérard Genette
intertextual approach. We intend in this research to analyze and classify relations, osculation and

applications of life tree in ancient mythical resources and Islamic contexts. Furthermore, relations of
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the osculation and common characteristics with Iranian art works with the inter-symbolic approach is
the other aim of this study.

In this regard, and according to the definitions of archetype, symbol and myth by Gilbert Durand, it is
tried to introduce the repetition of the archetype of the tree in the global culture. Identifying this
archetype is possible via symbols and symbolic narratives (myths). The archetype of the tree is
symbolized in connection with different cultures, including the Islamic culture that could be identified
in the form of symbolic narratives in Islamic texts. These narrative symbols in Islamic texts are also
similar with mythical resources in other cultures. Our aim is to discover the similarities in order to
obtain the restoration of this archetype in the world. Thus, it is attempted to respond to the questions
regarding what the symbolic narratives of the tree of life are in the mythical resources, whether the
symbolic narratives of the life tree in different cultures are in conformity with symbolic narratives in
Islamic resources. The other question is how the symbolization of written texts could be compared
with the inter-symbolic approach in Iranian artwork.

This study tries to show that the obtained data from the indicated matters in symbolic narratives
related to the tree of life in Islamic resources and mythical resources of ancient cultures have inter-
religious similarities, which could be understood by the concept of archetype. In such a domain, the
application of Gérard Genette and Gilbert Durand’s approach in expressing and explaining the
concept of the tree archetype is concluded, by which the interpretation of vocal and visual

symbolization can be made possible.

Key words: Archetype, Tree of life, Context, Intertextual Approach

Symbolism of The Tree of Life in Islamic texts: an
Intertextual Approach'*

11 From the master's thesis under the guidance of the Dr Bahar Mokhtarian.

22



By:
Elham Rohani Isfahani?

Dr. Bahar Mokhtarian™

Address: No18, Mehregan Alley, East Hasht Behesht St, Bozorgmehr Ave, Isfahan.
Tell: +983132678133

+989130967571

12 Master of Islamic Art from Isfahan Art university.Elham.rohani69@yahoo.com

13 Science Committee of Isfahan Art university.Bmoktarian@yahoo.com

23



