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The need for Good Explanation
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» I can't help feeling that such a Position ,though
logically sound, would have left one feeling
pretty unsatisfied ,and that although atheism

might have been logically Tenable before

Darwin, Darwin made it possible to be an

intellectually fulfilled atheist(2006, 6).
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The Origin of Life

A Times Literary Supplement Book of the Year

Douglas Axc

Information Theory, Evolution, ) - ) ’ _‘ (o . U m d e n l a b | e

and the Origin of Life

DNA AND THE EVIDENCE
FOR INTELLIGENT DESIGN

STEPHEN C. MEYER



Some Probabilities

» The Odds even one functional protein of modest
length (150 amino acids) by chance from a prebiotic
soup is 1 chance in 10" 164

» If we assume that a minimally complex cell needs at
least 250 proteins, then the probability of producing a
minimally complex cell is 1/1074 1000

» Universe Probabilistic Resources- 10780(elementary
particles in the observable universe) * 10716 s (since
the big bang) * 10”43 ( Plank time/ unit of interaction
per second) - 107139
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Biology Big Bang

:Presy— Cambrian period ends: 490 mya

Cambrian explosion:530 - 525 mya
= 5 million years(One tenth of 1%

of Earth’s history)
= 525 mya
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Fossil Evidence challenge to
Gradual Darwinism
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The Biochemical Challenge to Evolution

DARWIN'S
BLACK BOX
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The Edge of Darwinian Evolution

Darwin's  Black Box  was
concerned to show just that some
clegant structures in life are
beyond random mutation and
natural selection. This book is
much more ambitious. Here the
focus is on drawing

mark the edge of evolution to
decide with some precision

beyond what point Darwinian |

explanations are unlikely to be

adequate, not just for some

particular structures but for

general features of life.

Michael J. BEHE, JULY 1, 2007,
oLk Times
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The Surprising Depth of
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The Tentative Edge of
Random Evolution

Contingency in Biology

{

Laws of nature

Physical constants

Ratios of fundamental constants
Amount of matter in the universe
Speed of expansion in the universe
Properties of elements such as carbon
Properties of chemicals such as water
Location of solar system in the galaxy
Location of planet in the solar system
Origin and properties of Earth/Moon
Properties of biochemicals such as DNA
Origin of life

Cells

Genetic code

Multiprotein complexes

Molecular machines

Biological kingdoms

Developmental genetic programs
Integrated protein networks

Phyla

Cell types

Classes

Orders

Families

Genera

Species

Varieties

Individuals

Random mutations

Environmental accidents
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Intelligent Design as a theory of information

THE DESIGN
INFERENCE

ELIMINATING CHANCE
THROUGH SMALL PROBABILITIES

WILLIAM A. DEMBSKI
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How Information makes Evolution
possible

THE EVOLUTIONARY . | _‘\;\;,:
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Methodological Naturalism

» Science first therefore adopt the
position that natural causes are
responsible for whatever we wish
to explain about the natural world.
this is not necessarily a
commitment to metaphysical
naturalism (the assumption that
everything truly has natural rather
than supernatural causes), but if is
a commitment to methodolocical Douglas Futuyma,
naturallsm (the WOI‘kil’lg principle Distinguished Professor in
that we can entertain only natural the Department of Ecology

causes when we seek scientific and Evolution at Stony

explanations)(Evolution, 2005, Brook University
7
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»  Piotr Bylica, D. S. (2008). God, Design, And Naturalism: Implications Of
Methodologlcal Naturalism In Science For Science- Religion Relation.
PENSAMIENTO, 64(242)

Ruse, M. (2005). Methodological Naturalism Under Attack. South
African Journal of Philosophy, 24(1)




Matter is the ground of all existence

» Darwin applied a consistent philosophy of
materialism to his interpretation of nature.
Matter is the ground of all existence; mind,
spirit, and God as well, are just words that
express the wondrous results of neuronal
complexity (Stephen Jay Gould, Ever since
Darwin, 13).

» Adaptation must be attributed either to some
materialistic cause, or to teleology. The
validity of science depends upon our ability
to supply explanations in the former
mode(The Structure of Evolutionary Theory,
202).




We are forced by our a priori adherence

» We take the side of science in spite of the patent
absurdity of some of its constructs, in spite of its
failure to fulfill many of its extravagant promises
of health and life, in spite of the tolerance of the
scientific community for unsubstantiated just-so
stories, because we have a prior commitment, a
commitment to materialism...we are forced by Richard lewontin
our a priori adherence to material causes to create  Professor of
an apparatus of investigation and a set of concepts  Biology at
that produce material explanations, no matter how  Harvard
counter-intuitive, no matter how mystifying to the  university
uninitiated. Moreover, that materialism is absolute,
for we cannot allow a Divine Foot in the door.

anuary 9, 1997 New York Review of Books)




No Intelligence Allowed

» A prominent intelligent  design
opponent to whom I sent an early draft
of this book responded as follows.
“Unfortunately in this debate a position
between two sides, which you seem to
adapt, is hardly tenable. It is cultural war
whose outcome will have immense
consequences...”(2009, p. 9).

[ will take up some arguments for
intelligent design that I find somewhat
plausible. I don’t find them plausible
enough to make me stop being atheist,
but 1 do think that they have some
merit- they make me less certain of my
atheism...(2009, p. 20).

Seeking God  #00.m
In Science
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